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So, here’s the thing. - -

Cloverdalian among
heroes feted at the
White House

By Paula Wrann

It is always a pleasure to tell a about a heso
living in our midst = there arc. 0o MAty
walking among us who an truly unsung he-
roses. This is 4 story of deserved pradses Sung
and the exciting expericnoes one of our locals encosntered decades after
his war-time efforts.

Perhaps vou recall the story in a spring edition of the Reweille when
Neers Hanchett reported on Dan Bunting’s trip to Berlin for the &0
anniversary of the aiclift that sent in supplies and established freedom for
many caught up in the Russian Blockade, Bunting was just 17 and living in
Germany when his father enlisted him to help the U8, military load planes
with people and unload supply planes for those behind the blockade,
Young Dan wenl to work each day after school from 3:30 to midnight,
alongside a German crew ;

The experience was eye-opening and transformang
Dan for a young man. The conditions were difficult, but
T, rather than eat in the officer’s quarters, Bunting woukd
Buﬂ‘hug : stay and eat the simpler food q;n'r-i once a day to his
trip to German crew. In would come basic survival supplies;

Berlin ot would go people. Some were survivors of prison

camps, and most had enly 4 pillow case or tiny card-

board suitcase containing the sum of their worldly
jons. Bunbing recalls erying some days whien he got home after

t rack bacause he was so much better off than the people he was helping.

He abso recalls humor in doing a back-breaking job, Ome day he unlosd-
ed two airplanes; the first loaded with coal and the second with flour. He
ard his mother laughed, but it was especially challenging to wash off the
flour and coal dust given the Russians had com romised the cliy’s power
source. The thought of that cold, pasty-gray E\\th should give amyoma:
chills.

Sixty years had passed when Bunting and his covheroes were invited in
May of this year to Berlin for the celebration that nation holds every 10
years fo commemorabe the airlift. Hanchett's story describes the warmth
of the reception the Americans received. Past the story recently god even
batter.

Al the close of an overseas rebephone call to the celebrants in Berlin, Vice
President Joe Biden suggested that Berin's Amencan heroes shoukd visit
The White House for Veteran's Day. Sure enough, it happened. Bunting,
his wife Ann, and his fellow airdift heroes found themselves in Washing-
ton, D, earlier this month, They ware hosted at banguets and the
Kennedy Center. They were ushered to VIP seating at Ardington Ceme-
tery’s Amphitheater, where they heard a speech from President Obama
that Bunting describes as “very inspiring.” They sat near the First Lady
and the Bidens. Who else was there? “The Secretary of the Adr Foroe and
umpteen four-star generals; more brass than I'ye ever seen in one place.”
Bunting =ays

And then there was a reception = in the West Wing of The White House,
That's where Biden spent an hour with the group, chatting like a regular
gy, clearly impressed by their sbories, When Bunting mentioned the book
b wrobe about the airlift, a Biden aide appeared as if by magic o provide
the information so the history-loving could receive his copy. Ann
Bunting., proud of her husband and thrilled to be a part of the excitement,
scored adriendly peck on the forehead from Bicher. ~He's really a down-to-
earth guy,” says Bunting, whese feet still hawen't towched the ground.

IFs mboe 1o see someon: et their die for such selflessness. [ can't help
but think that many of the people helped during that tirse found theirway
tev this courtry and that they thank people Tike Dan Bunting for making
thelr Thanksgivings possible. And just imagine how proud his fathser
wold be to know his son continued to live alafe of service and that his
memolr is of the Vice President’s bedside table. It you run itk Ban
Bunting, bet him regale you with just one of his great stories from this trip.
I haven't given it all away.
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